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21st of June, 1828, with the Duke of Wellington, who was
a strong supporter of the College and one of the first life
Governors, in the Chair. The actual work began on October
8th 1831. For some years a movement had been on foot to
obtain a Charter for a University of London, and attempts
had been made to identify it with University College, which,
under the name of the University of London, had been
founded as a private institution in 182C. These proposals
were not entertained. In 1836 University College was
granted a Charter by that name, and on the same day a
Charter was granted to the present University of London as
an examining body granting degrees, but only to thoso who
had received certificates of having attended courses ot! study
at University College or King's College or some other
affiliated College. The present University, therefore, was
founded out of University College and King's College. It
was only later that other institutions were affiliated.
Besides the School, the College originally consisted of a
Department of General Literature and Science, to which
was immediately added a Medical Department. In 1838 the
Engineering Department was founded. In 183!) the first
Hospital was built. In 1847 the Theological Department
was added, and in 1856 the Evening Class Department, for a
considerable time among the largest in the College. In 18G1
an Oriental section was started, and for some years trained
many future Indian Civil servants. In 1881 the Wonion'B
Department at South Kensington was founded.
By the King's College, London, Act, 1882, the rights of
the original proprietors were extinguished and other changes
made in the constitution, and by the Act of 1903 the obliga-
tion for Professors and Lecturers and for Members of the
Council to be members of the Church of England was
removed, except in relation to the Faculty of Theology.
In consequence of the proposed Incorporation of: Uni-
versity College in the University, the position of King's
College was carefully considered by the Council, and after
considerable negotiations, a scheme was adopted and em-
bodied in the King's College London (Transfer) Act, which,
received the Royal Assent on August 1st, 1908. By this
Act, King's College School (which in 1898 had been removed
to Wimbledon Common) became a separate Corporation;
arrangements were made by which the Strand School and
other non-University work were removed from the College
buildings, and the Corporation of the Hospital and the
Advanced Medical School were made completely independent;
the Council remains the governing body of the Theological
Department, whilst the remaining departments of the College
and the Women's Department were incorporated in the
University with the names respectively of University of